


Fighting poverty, fostering research

Three-quarters of the poor in developing countries live
from agriculture. Any effective approach to tackling
poverty and hunger and realising the Millennium
Development Goals must therefore be closely linked to
the promotion of agriculture and the successful develop-
ment of rural areas. At the same time, the amount of
available arable land and pasture is constantly declining,
as are water resources. Scientifically based strategies
are required that enable production to be increased
under changing cultivation conditions and that secure
the prospects of future generations without endangering
the environment or biodiversity.  

Agricultural research is essential if agricultural growth
is to take place. Sustainable methods of crop production,
animal husbandry and fish farming and new ways of
generating income, as well as policy analysis that
reveals new avenues, make a substantial contribution 
to reducing poverty and securing food supply. They also
play an important part in protecting natural resources.
The issues being addressed have an impact that extends
beyond the rural areas. Subjects such as urban agri-
culture and the provision of balanced and healthy 
nutrition are becoming ever more important. 

The Advisory Service on Agricultural Research for
Development (BEAF) is a supraregional project that
advises the German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) on all major issues
of national and international agricultural research. 
This includes the setting of priorities and, in particular,
the selection and monitoring of research programs 
that are to be promoted. BEAF is particularly skilled 
and experienced in linking research and development
cooperation and in the monitoring of results, for 
example in connection with the evaluation of 
research projects.

International agricultural research 

A key role in agricultural research for development is
played by international agricultural research institutes –
in particular the group of 15 research centers supported
by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR). Germany is a founder member 
of CGIAR and is represented in that body through 
the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ).

The international agricultural research institutes carry
out research on the most important food crops of the
developing countries, including maize, rice, wheat, 
potatoes and cassava. They also strive to improve the
management of natural resources in agriculture and 
in the sustainable use of tropical forests. Continuous
improvements have increased the incomes of small-
holders in developing countries. They have also helped
to preserve millions of hectares of forest and to protect
ecosystems, thus conserving biodiversity and reducing
CO2 emissions to the atmosphere. 

The results of the research carried out at the institutes
constitute a global public good. They are available to all
and cannot be patented. International agricultural
research recognises the importance of the transfer of
know-how and expert knowledge and works closely with
local institutions and NGOs. 

German support of international agricultural research
focuses on the following areas: 

■ Promoting conservation and characterization 
of under-utilized plant genetic resources

■ Breeding plants with tolerance to selected 
abiotic stresses

■ Increasing income from fruit and vegetables

■ Income increases from livestock

■ Integrated land, water and forest management 
at landscape level

■ Rural institutions and their governance

The research projects to be promoted are selected in
accordance with the development policy criteria of the
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) and according to the priorities
drawn up with key stakeholders (GTZ, German scientists).

Approved projects are supported for a period of three
years. An extension is possible.

In addition, BEAF advises BMZ on its involvement in 
the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR) and its various bodies, including the
Annual General Meeting, the Executive Council and the
Science Council.

In order to make German know-how available to the
research centers, the project seconds selected German
experts such as doctoral students, postdoctoral students,
scientists and technical cooperation experts to the 
centers. The promotional strategy includes a postdoctoral
program and a program for integrated experts set up
jointly with the Centrum für internationale Migration und
Entwicklung (CIM). 

Most of the projects supported also involve German
cooperation partners, usually university institutes. 
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