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About 70 % of the world’s human population 
lives in the tropics, an area covering only 10 % 
of the Earth’s land surface. With an expanding 
population and economic growth, pressure on 
natural resources is increasing at an 
exponential rate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than three-quarters of the once pristine 
habitats in the tropics have been destroyed in 
the last 50 years through overexploitation and 
land-use change.  
 
If the current trend continues over the next 
decades, we face the disappearance of millions 
of species, with unforeseeable ecological and 
socio-economical consequences, for this and 
all subsequent generations. 
 
The greatest challenge for tropical ecologists is 
devise scientifically based strategies for the 
conservation of tropical ecosystems, which 
ensure economically and ecologically 
sustainable use of natural resources. This is 
our focus at the Society for Tropical Ecology. 
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The Society for Tropical Ecology (Gesellschaft 
für Tropenökologie, gtö), founded in 1987, is 
Europe's largest scientific association in the 
field of tropical ecology.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our annual conference provides an 
international platform for the exchange of 
current scientific ideas and helps promote the 
establishment of collaborations between 
members and attending guests. The gtö is 
especially keen to foster junior research and 
equitable cooperation projects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since 1995, the gtö has published its own 
journal ECOTROPICA, as well as 
ECOLOGICAL MONOGRAPHS. The gtö is 
open to all interested persons. Members of the 
gtö receive the journal ECOTROPICA and the 
annual newsletter, containing society 
announcements and details of current projects 
in tropical research. A reduced membership fee 
is available to students and unemployed 
individuals. 
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ECOTROPICA is an international, biannual, 
peer-reviewed journal which publishes original 
research and review papers on all topics 
concerning tropical ecology. 
 
Subscription is 60 EUR for regular members. A 
reduced subscription is available for students. 
Student status must be verified. Institutional 
subscription is 80 EUR. 
 
Please indicate your type of membership: 
 
 Institutional (EUR 80,--) 
 
 Regular member (EUR 60,--) 
 
 Student member (EUR 30,--)  
 
 
Name 
 
 
Institution 
 
 
Address 
 
 
City, ZIP, Country 
 
 
Field of work 
 
 
Email 
 
 
Fax 
 
 
Phone
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Payment can be made by international money 
order, which must be drawn on a German bank 
account or by credit card 
(MASTERCARD/VISA). 
 
 
 
Cardholder’s name 
 
 
Card type 
 
 * 
Card number (*Three-digit code on reverse 
side of card) 
 
 / 
Expiry date Amount 
 
 
Cardholder’s signature 
 
 
 
Einzugsermächtigung (German members only) 
 
 
 
Name des Kontoinhabers 
 
 
BLZ 
 
 
Kreditinstitut 
 
 
Kontonummer 
 
 
Unterschrift 
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The goals of the gtö are: 
 
- to broaden of our understanding of tropical 

ecology by analyzing the structures and 
processes from species to ecosystems and 
by the synthesis of results 

 
- to foster applied research in tropical ecology 

and to promote conservation and the 
sustainable use of natural resources in 
tropical ecosystems  

 
- to increase awareness of the importance of 

tropical ecosystems and their huge 
biodiversity, among the broader public and 
among decision-makers in politics and 
society 

 
- to strengthen cooperation between 

scientists and the appropriate governmental 
and non-governmental bodies in tropical 
countries 

 
- to support young researchers, in both 

European and in tropical countries, through 
the creation of networks, information 
exchange, and training opportunities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our homepage: www.gtoe.de 
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